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LCG Grid Deployment Board Meeting 

 
 

Meeting Summary 
 

July 5 GDB meeting @CERN  

Introduction (Kors Bos) 
The deployment group has decided to move to Scientific Linux 4 64-bit directly and not 
first to 32-bit. This avoids having to do the port twice. It requires also the changeover to a 
newer version of VDT. Ian Bird expects a distribution on the October time scale. This fits 
the ATLAS plans and LHCb doesn’t expect any problems. A plan is needed for the 
migration from SL3 to 4 to avoid that two version of the middleware have to be 
supported in parallel for too long. Tony Cass reports that a couple of LXPLUS and batch 
nodes at CERN are now running SLC4 and he still hopes he can switch all nodes in the 
autumn. 
A group of people have volunteered to discuss the implementation details of the new 
storage classes at the sites. A few (phone-) meetings are expected to take place during the 
summer and a first report is foreseen at the September GDB. 

LHC OPN (David Foster) 
A report from the latest OPN meeting in Cambridge: T0-T1 connections now provided by 
European NRENs, ESNet, LHCNet and APNet. In Europe light-paths to CERN are in the 
process of being provided by DANTE. Much alternative bandwidth available in Europe 
via Cross Border Fibres. Usage policy needs to be defined such that it can be used as fall 
back solution. A LHC OPN Network Operation Centre, the E2ENOC is being defined by 
DANTE and will become operational end 2006. It will extend its operations also into the 
non-European part of the OPN. The EGEE equivalent of this, the ENOC, will play its 
role more at the user level. The high bandwidth requirements for some of the Tier-2’s for 
CMS are being looked at in the CMS context. 

Policies (Dave Kelsey) 
An overview of the rewriting of some of the policy documents was given. Feedback is 
requested from the GDB members on the accounting policy proposal made by John 
Gordon in the June meeting. Dave Kelsey will ask by email comments/approval before 
July 14 of the policy document which describes the procedure by which the list of trusted 
Certification Authorities for use in LCG should be created and maintained. 

Accounting update (John Gordon) 
An update was presented of the storage accounting ideas of the last meeting. Feedback 
would be appreciated. Discussed within the GridPP Storage Group. A prototype 
implementation will be shown at the next meeting.  
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VOMS Deployment (Jeff Templon) 
The VOMS awareness of several components was discussed. At the next GDB we should 
have presentations from the storage systems about how much they have implemented 
support. Also users should be asked to re-register using VOMS otherwise we have to 
maintain two systems in parallel for too long. By the next GDB we should set a deadline 
for when to switch off the VO LDAP servers. It was requested that the Job Priorities 
Group presents its final report also at the next GDB. 

The LHC Schedule (Jos Engelen)  
Most important is that the LHC schedule has become known in more detail but this has 
also shown a delay of 2 months: the beam pipe is now foreseen to be closed at the end of 
August 2007. Access to the experimental areas is from then on defined by the machine 
people. Colliding beams are foreseen by November 1st but only at injection energy. There 
will be 3 month winter shutdown in 2007/2008 for further installation and machine 
development for higher energy will start at April 1st 2008. The plan is to ramp up to 
maximum energy and collect a few fb-1 pp data in 2008. This implies no heavy ion 
running in 2008. If everything runs smoothly there will be no or only a very short 
shutdown in 2008/2009 and heavy ion running could happen early 2009 unless ALICE 
wants to have it just before a machine shutdown in which case it will be at the end of 
2009. This is to be discussed with ALICE and the other experiments. 
It is proposed to have a meeting with the experiments and the LHC machine people to 
further define in more detail this schedule. At the next GDB a more detailed planning 
must be available for the resources required for initial running and the impact it could 
have on the purchasing plans at the participating sites. 
 

T1-T2 Relationships (Les Robertson) 
Les explained the difference between the T1-T2 operations hierarchy and the T1 data 
access and storage services for the T2’s.  A small team will put the data for the latter 
service together combining the requirements from the experiments that are at some points 
quite different. 
 

Experiment Activities (Nick Brook, Stefano Belforte, Dario 
Barberis) )  
Several technical problems were discussed. LHCb complained about the inefficient 
communication with the sites through the existing meetings and workshops. 
 
 
Not everything that was presented during the meeting is listed here. For a more complete 
report the official minutes should be consulted. They will be on the agenda page soon. 
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